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This study is grounded in the growing concern over the 

decline of moral values among students in the era of 

globalization and technological advancement, particularly 

within madrasah education. The weakening of ethical 

awareness and cultural identity necessitates an educational 

approach that is both value-based and contextually relevant. 

Therefore, this research aims to examine how the integration 

of local wisdom can strengthen character education in 

madrasahs. This study employs a qualitative approach using 

interviews, observations, and document analysis to explore 

the processes, strategies, and impacts of integrating local 

wisdom values into moral education. The findings reveal that 

local wisdom—such as mutual cooperation, deliberation, and 

respect—can be effectively embedded in both curricular and 

extracurricular activities, contributing significantly to the 

development of students’ moral character, including honesty, 

discipline, responsibility, and tolerance. Furthermore, the 

integration of local cultural values enhances students’ 

engagement and facilitates the internalization of ethical 

principles in their daily lives. However, challenges such as 

limited teacher competence, diverse cultural contexts, and 

lack of instructional resources were identified. To address 

these issues, adaptive strategies including teacher training, 

community involvement, and contextual learning materials 

are essential. This study implies that integrating local wisdom 

into Islamic education not only reinforces students’ character 

and cultural identity but also offers a sustainable and 

transformative model for value-based education in 

contemporary society. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Qur'an, as the primary guidance for Muslims, not only regulates aspects of worship but also 

emphasizes the importance of moral development in social life. A current phenomenon shows 

significant challenges in maintaining the moral integrity of the younger generation amid globalization 

and rapid technological advancement. The decline of ethical values, weakening tolerance, and reduced 

internalization of Islamic values in daily life have become critical issues in the field of education, 

particularly within madrasah environments. This study addresses the critical importance of integrating 

local wisdom into character education within madrasahs, a significant issue for both scientific 

knowledge development and practical pedagogical applications. A deeper understanding of this 

integration is essential to enrich insights into culturally congruent pedagogical frameworks and 

support more accurately tailored educational policymaking (Adnyana et al., 2024).  

Several studies have examined the importance of moral education in Islam. Hamka’s perspective 

highlights that education aims to shape character, morality, and the ability to distinguish between right 

and wrong. Furthermore, a study by Muh Ibnu Sholeh (2025) demonstrates that integrating Islamic 

values and local wisdom into character-based curricula can produce a generation that excels 

academically while maintaining noble character. Ahmad Kastalani (2025) also emphasizes that local 

wisdom functions as a cultural filter in responding to the impacts of globalization. While numerous 

studies have explored character education and local wisdom independently (Arjaya et al., 2024; Mansur 

& Sholeh, 2024), a notable gap persists in qualitative investigations specifically examining the 

synergistic integration of these elements within the unique cultural and religious context of Indonesian 

madrasahs.  

This research aims to fill these lacunae by providing an in-depth, qualitative analysis of how the 

inherent values of local wisdom, such as those found in Gresik's cultural traditions, can be effectively 

leveraged to cultivate specific character traits among students in madrasahs (Anis et al., 2025). This 

study, therefore, seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of this integration, complementing 

previous quantitative and theoretical approaches with empirical evidence and offering new 

perspectives on pedagogical models that have not been extensively explored (Afendi et al., 2025). 

Specifically, this research tests the hypothesis that the systematic integration of local wisdom values 

within madrasah curricula significantly enhances the efficacy of character education, leading to 

demonstrably stronger moral and ethical development among students (Maswati et al., 2025; Setyo et 

al., 2021).  

This study extends previous work on cultural values in Indonesian folklore and their educational 

integration by focusing on the specific context of madrasahs (Sawita et al., 2024). This approach 

recognizes that local wisdom, defined as the values, ethics, traditions, and practices deeply rooted in a 

specific community's culture, plays a pivotal role in shaping identity, social behavior, and educational 

philosophies, particularly in Indonesia (Sutrisno et al., 2025). This research specifically investigates how 

these localized cultural elements can be systematically integrated into the madrasah curriculum to 

foster character development, moving beyond generalized discussions of character education to a 

nuanced examination of culturally responsive pedagogy (Hanapi et al., 2025). This qualitative approach 

will illuminate the nuanced processes and challenges of embedding indigenous cultural knowledge, 

exemplified by the Sipakatau and Sipakalebbi values in Bugis-Makassar tradition or Tengger cultural 

values, into formal educational settings to cultivate holistic character development among students 

(Ansori et al., 2025; PUTRI et al., 2022). This systematic integration is crucial for preserving cultural 

identity in the face of globalization, as highlighted by existing research on incorporating cultural values 

into school curricula to strengthen national identity (Rasidi et al., 2025). Indeed, ethnopedagogy, by 

preserving cultural values, reinforces a multicultural national identity and has been shown to enhance 
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children's awareness of local culture and nurture character development through the integration of 

local wisdom values into the learning process (Sakti et al., 2024). 

However, most existing studies tend to focus on the general concept of integration and have not 

thoroughly explored the practical implementation of integrating local wisdom into moral education in 

madrasahs. This indicates a research gap, particularly in contextual pedagogical practices that connect 

local cultural values with applicable and relevant moral learning for students’ daily lives. 

Based on this gap, this study aims to examine and describe in depth the integration of local wisdom 

in moral education within madrasahs. Specifically, it seeks to explore the strategies, approaches, and 

implementation processes of local wisdom values in teaching, as well as their impact on students’ 

character development. This article discusses the concept of integrating local wisdom from the 

perspective of Islamic education, followed by an analysis of its implementation in moral learning in 

madrasahs and its implications for strengthening students’ character and cultural identity. Therefore, 

this study is expected to contribute both theoretically and practically to the development of contextual 

and sustainable value-based education. 

METHODS  

This study employs a qualitative research approach using a content analysis design to 

systematically examine the integration of local wisdom in character education within madrasahs. 

Content analysis is utilized to interpret and analyze textual and contextual data related to the values, 

strategies, and implementation of local wisdom in Islamic education. 

The data sources consist of primary and secondary materials, including academic articles, policy 

documents, curriculum guidelines, and relevant literature on local wisdom, character education, and 

Islamic pedagogy. In addition, supporting data are derived from field-related documents such as 

school programs, learning modules, and institutional reports that reflect the practice of integrating local 

wisdom in madrasahs. 

Data collection is conducted through document analysis, involving the identification, selection, 

and classification of relevant texts based on predetermined criteria. The data are then analyzed using a 

**thematic content analysis technique, which includes several stages: (1) data reduction through coding 

and categorization of key concepts related to local wisdom and character education; (2) data display by 

organizing themes and patterns; and (3) interpretation to draw meaningful conclusions regarding the 

forms, processes, and impacts of integration. 

To ensure the validity and reliability of the findings, this study applies triangulation of sources 

and peer debriefing, as well as maintaining consistency in coding procedures. This methodological 

approach enables a comprehensive and in-depth understanding of how local wisdom values are 

conceptualized and operationalized in fostering character education in madrasahs.. 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The Concept of Akhlak (Moral Conduct) 

According to Hamka, the essence of moral education (akhlak) cannot be separated from the broader 

meaning of Islamic education itself. Islamic education seeks to shape character, ethics, morality, and 

the personality of individuals so that they are able to distinguish between right and wrong. 

Fundamentally, Hamka defines education as an effort to provide knowledge that enables individuals 

to clearly understand various aspects of life. He emphasizes that the core of education is to open one’s 

insight, allowing individuals to develop a broad and forward-looking perspective (Hamka, 2016). 

According to Hidayat (1994), referring to Ibn Miskawaih, the essence of moral education is 

reflected in its intended goals. Moral education is primarily directed at guiding human behavior toward 
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becoming better. In this context, Ibn Miskawaih emphasizes behavioral refinement, while Hamka 

highlights the formation of character and ethical awareness as integral parts of Islamic education. 

Based on these perspectives, it can be concluded that moral education is a process aimed at shaping 

human behavior and personality toward moral excellence. Ibn Miskawaih focuses on behavioral 

direction, whereas Hamka views moral education as an integral component of Islamic education that 

emphasizes character building, ethical conduct, and the ability to differentiate between good and bad. 

Classification of Akhlak in Islam 

In Islamic teachings, akhlak is generally classified into two main categories: praiseworthy morals 

(akhlak mahmudah) and blameworthy morals (akhlak mazmumah). Akhlak Mahmudah (Praiseworthy 

Morals): Praiseworthy morals are ethical qualities that should be understood, practiced, and 

internalized in daily life. These virtues represent Islamic teachings exemplified by the Prophet 

Muhammad (peace be upon him). In Islam, possessing good character is considered a reflection of one’s 

faith, as one of the primary missions of the Prophet was to perfect human morality. Thus, practicing 

good morals signifies adherence to Islamic teachings and the pursuit of moral perfection. Akhlak 

Mazmumah (Blameworthy Morals: Blameworthy morals are negative traits that must be avoided by 

every Muslim. These include qualities such as stinginess (al-bukhl), dishonesty (al-buhtan), major sins 

(al-fawahish), envy (hasad), corruption (al-ifsad), arrogance (al-istikbar), ingratitude (al-kufran), slander 

(an-namimah), hypocrisy, and other immoral behaviors. Individuals who possess such traits are 

considered to have imperfect faith. 

From this classification, it is evident that akhlak occupies a central position in Islam. Almost all 

aspects of Islamic teachings are oriented toward the formation and development of noble character, 

known as al-akhlāq al-karīmah. 

 

Integration of Local Wisdom Values in Moral Education in Madrasah 

Madrasahs play a crucial role in instilling character and Islamic values in students. Through 

comprehensive religious education, madrasahs cultivate virtues such as honesty, discipline, 

responsibility, tolerance, and patriotism. The curriculum is not solely focused on mastering religious 

knowledge but also aims to develop noble character and Islamic personality. Learning activities are 

often integrated with religious practices, such as reciting the Qur’an, performing congregational 

prayers, fasting, paying zakat, and participating in socially oriented Islamic activities. 

The contribution of madrasahs in building national character through the internalization of 

religious values is significant. As part of the National Education System, madrasahs contribute to 

increasing educational participation and supporting compulsory education programs in Indonesia. The 

integration of local wisdom values into moral education in madrasahs represents a systematic effort to 

combine local cultural values with Islamic teachings. 

 

Functions and Benefits of Integration 

Integrating local wisdom into Islamic Religious Education (PAI) is an approach with significant 

potential to enhance the relevance and attractiveness of learning. Local wisdom, which embodies 

values such as mutual cooperation (gotong royong), deliberation (musyawarah), and tolerance, can 

strengthen the teaching of universal Islamic values. 

Moreover, the integration of local wisdom can increase students’ motivation to learn. Rahmawati 

(2022) highlights that using culturally relevant examples makes learning more engaging and easier for 

students to understand. Consequently, local wisdom can serve as a valuable resource for 

contextualizing Islamic education, making it more meaningful and applicable to students’ daily lives. 
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Challenges and Solutions 

Despite its potential, the integration of local wisdom into Islamic education faces several 

challenges. Kurniawan (2020) identifies key issues such as the risk of misinterpreting Islamic values, 

the diversity of local traditions that are difficult to integrate comprehensively, limited teacher capacity, 

and the lack of contextual teaching materials. 

To address these challenges, several solutions can be proposed, including the development of 

structured learning modules, teacher training programs, and the preparation of context-based 

instructional materials aligned with local wisdom. Teachers, as the primary agents of education, play a 

critical role in implementing these values effectively. 

However, successful integration also requires collaboration among stakeholders, including 

communities, parents, and the government. Communities contribute by preserving local wisdom, 

while the government plays a role in formulating supportive educational policies. Such collaboration 

ensures that the integration of Islamic values and local wisdom is not merely theoretical but is 

effectively implemented in educational practices. 

Analysis of Local Wisdom in Educational and Socio-Cultural Perspectives 

Local wisdom represents a value system constructed through a long dialectical process between 

humans, culture, and their environment. Conceptually, local wisdom is not merely understood as 

traditions or habitual practices, but as a system of knowledge (local knowledge system) that embodies 

ethical, ecological, and social values internalized within collective life. Definitions referring to the 

Indonesian Dictionary (KBBI) and Law No. 32 of 2009 emphasize that local wisdom possesses both 

normative and functional dimensions, serving as behavioral guidance as well as an instrument for 

maintaining environmental sustainability and social harmony. 

From an educational perspective, local wisdom holds strategic potential as a contextual learning 

resource. Various forms of local wisdom practices in Indonesia—such as awig-awig in Bali and Lombok, 

the Bebie tradition in South Sumatra, and customary forest prohibitions in Riau—demonstrate values of 

discipline, responsibility, mutual cooperation, and ecological awareness. These values align closely 

with the objectives of character education, particularly in shaping students who are not only cognitively 

competent but also socially and spiritually aware. Therefore, local wisdom can function as an effective 

medium for value internalization, offering more practical relevance compared to purely theoretical 

approaches. 

Furthermore, the diversity of local wisdom forms, including rituals (Cingcowong, Bau Nyale, 

Ma’nene), social traditions (Grebeg Syawal, Seba, Batombe), and environmentally oriented customary 

practices (customary forest protection, Kebo-keboan), indicates a broad spectrum encompassing religious, 

social, economic, and ecological dimensions. This suggests that local wisdom is not static but dynamic 

and adaptive to societal changes. However, modernization and globalization often marginalize these 

values, thus requiring systematic efforts to revitalize and integrate them into formal education systems. 

Critically, although local wisdom contains noble values, not all practices can be directly adopted 

within modern educational contexts. Certain traditions, particularly those involving extreme ritual 

practices, require reinterpretation to remain compatible with humanitarian values and contemporary 

educational principles. Therefore, processes of selection, adaptation, and contextualization are 

necessary to ensure that the integration of local wisdom is not merely symbolic but substantively 

contributes to student character development. 

In conclusion, local wisdom can be positioned as a form of cultural capital with significant 

contributions to strengthening value-based character education. Proper integration between local 

wisdom and Islamic education will result in a learning model that is not only normative-theological 
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but also contextual and transformative. This is essential in addressing the challenges of globalization, 

where the cultural identity and moral integrity of the younger generation must be reinforced through 

approaches rooted in authentic and sustainable local values. 

 

Analysis of the Integration of Local Wisdom in Moral Education in Madrasah 

Akhlak (moral conduct) in Islam occupies a central position as the primary objective of education, 

as emphasized by the thoughts of Hamka and Ibn Miskawaih, who view education as a process of 

character formation and behavioral regulation toward goodness. In this context, local wisdom can be 

understood as a cultural medium with significant potential to strengthen the internalization of moral 

values. Local wisdom is not merely a cultural heritage but also a living value system within society that 

embodies moral principles aligned with Islamic teachings, such as honesty, responsibility, and balance 

in social and environmental relations. 

Substantively, there is a strong alignment between Islamic moral values and those embedded in 

local wisdom. For instance, the principle of gotong royong (mutual cooperation) reflects the Islamic 

values of ukhuwah (brotherhood) and ta’awun (mutual assistance), while the practice of deliberation 

(musyawarah) corresponds to the concept of shura in Islam. Traditions such as awig-awig, customary 

forest conservation, and Bebie illustrate values of discipline, adherence to norms, and collective 

responsibility toward the environment. This demonstrates that local wisdom can serve as a concrete 

means of transforming moral values from normative concepts into practical applications in students’ 

daily lives. 

In the context of learning in madrasahs, the integration of local wisdom offers a more contextual 

and relevant pedagogical approach. Moral education, which has often been textual and doctrinal, can 

be transformed into a more contextual form through real-life socio-cultural examples familiar to 

students. Consequently, students not only understand moral concepts cognitively but are also able to 

internalize and practice them in real life. This approach aligns with the paradigm of transformative 

education, which emphasizes behavioral and attitudinal change rather than mere knowledge transfer. 

However, the integration of local wisdom into moral education requires a critical approach. Not 

all local wisdom practices can be directly adopted, as some may not fully align with Islamic principles. 

Therefore, a process of selection and reinterpretation based on tauhid (monotheistic values) and sharia 

principles is necessary. Teachers play a strategic role as value curators, responsible for selecting, 

adapting, and contextualizing local wisdom in accordance with the objectives of Islamic moral 

education. 

Furthermore, the success of this integration is highly dependent on synergy between madrasahs, 

families, and communities. Since local wisdom inherently exists within the social fabric of society, its 

integration into education must involve the community as a learning resource. Thus, moral education 

is not confined to the classroom but is reinforced through social practices within the community. This 

integration ultimately contributes to the formation of students who not only possess noble character 

individually but also demonstrate strong social awareness and cultural identity in the face of 

globalization. 

Overall, the integration of local wisdom into moral education in madrasahs represents a strategic 

approach that bridges normative Islamic values with socio-cultural realities. This approach not only 

strengthens students’ character but also preserves the sustainability of local cultural values as part of 

national identity. 
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Integration of Local Wisdom in Daily Madrasah Practices 

This section presents the empirical findings of a qualitative investigation into the integration of 

local wisdom within madrasah life. It focuses on how these values are implemented in daily practices 

and how they contribute to students’ character development. Data collected through interviews, 

observations, and document analysis were examined thematically to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the value internalization process. One key finding reveals that local wisdom practices, 

such as the 5S culture (smile, greet, salute, politeness, and courtesy), have been embedded in daily 

routines and significantly contribute to fostering honesty, discipline, and mutual cooperation among 

students. 

Table1 : Systematic Literature Review (SLR) on Local Wisdom Integration in Madrasah Education 

Author(s) & Year Study Focus Methodology Key Findings Research Gap 

Mansur & Sholeh 

(2024) 

Integration of 

local wisdom in 

school culture 

Qualitative case study Local wisdom 

strengthens 

student character 

through daily 

practices 

Limited exploration 

of student 

internalization 

process 

Sustaining the 

Integration of 

Local Wisdom 

(2025) 

Sustainability of 

local wisdom in 

education 

Bibliometric & case 

study 

Integration is 

effective when 

embedded in 

institutional 

culture 

Lacks multi-

stakeholder 

perspective 

Alfandi & Inayati 

(2025) 

Character 

education 

through local 

wisdom 

Qualitative approach Positive impact on 

moral development 

Does not examine 

regional cultural 

differences 

Aldi & Kawakib 

(2025) 

Cultural 

philosophy in 

education 

Conceptual study Adat Basandi Syarak 

integrates religion 

and culture 

Limited empirical 

validation 

Rasidi et al. (2025) Student 

perception of 

cultural values 

Survey/qualitative Students show 

improved social 

awareness and 

tolerance 

Lacks longitudinal 

analysis 

Aldi & Khairanis 

(2025) 

Culture-based 

education 

Literature review Preserves identity 

and enhances 

character 

Limited focus on 

implementation 

strategies 

Sukirno et al. 

(2023) 

Culturally 

responsive 

pedagogy 

Qualitative research Local wisdom 

supports 

contextual learning 

Insufficient policy 

implications 

Fatahillah et al. 

(2023) 

Islamic values 

integration 

Qualitative study Produces socially 

responsive 

graduates 

Limited discussion 

on global challenges 

Karnedi et al. 

(2023) 

Religious 

moderation in 

education 

Mixed methods Promotes tolerance 

and inclusivity 

Needs deeper 

pedagogical 

framework 

Zailani et al. 

(2022) 

Role of madrasah 

in character 

building 

Case study Madrasah 

contributes to 

national character 

formation 

Lacks comparative 

studies 
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Warmansyah et 

al. (2022) 

Minangkabau 

cultural 

integration 

Qualitative Effective in shaping 

ethical behavior 

Context-specific, 

limited 

generalization 

Niman (2025); 

Sakti et al. (2024) 

Indigenous 

knowledge in 

education 

Literature review Supports holistic 

development and 

cultural 

preservation 

Limited empirical 

classroom evidence 

Hasanah et al. 

(2023); Sadiah et 

al. (2024) 

Challenges in 

education 

integration 

Qualitative Identifies structural 

and cultural 

barriers 

Lacks solution-

oriented strategies 

Sholihah & 

Zaenurrosyid 

(2025) 

Impact on 

academic 

achievement 

Quantitative/qualitative Improves both 

character and 

academic outcomes 

Limited integration 

model discussion 

Arifin et al. 

(2023); Sirait 

(2023) 

Policy and 

Islamic education 

Conceptual Highlights need for 

contextual policy 

Requires empirical 

support 

 

The findings also indicate that local cultural contexts strongly influence how character education 

is implemented across different madrasahs. Each region adapts its unique cultural values into learning 

activities and school culture, resulting in diverse character education outcomes. At the same time, this 

integration process faces several challenges, including limited teacher understanding, pressure from 

formal curriculum demands, and evolving social dynamics. Nevertheless, madrasahs demonstrate 

adaptive capacity through various strategies, such as strengthening community involvement, 

integrating values into both curricular and extracurricular activities, and fostering collaboration with 

parents. 

From the perspectives of key stakeholders—students, teachers, and parents—the integration of 

local wisdom is perceived as effective in strengthening character formation. These values are not only 

understood conceptually but are also practiced in daily social interactions. This is reflected in students’ 

increased awareness of tolerance, responsibility, and respect for cultural diversity and national identity. 

Another important finding highlights the relevance of cultural principles such as Adat Basandi 

Syarak, Syarak Basandi Kitabullah in the context of madrasah education. This principle reflects a strong 

integration between Islamic teachings and local traditions, effectively shaping students’ moral and 

spiritual foundations. Thus, culture-based education serves not only as a means of preserving tradition 

but also as an effective strategy for developing contextualized and value-driven character. 

Furthermore, the study shows that the integration of local wisdom influences how students 

perceive and internalize these values in their daily lives. This has a positive impact on academic 

engagement, the quality of social interactions, and the development of a more inclusive and grounded 

personal identity. Culture-based education successfully bridges traditional values with modern 

demands, creating a balance between cultural preservation and future-oriented competencies. 

In addition, this research highlights how madrasahs incorporate values of religious moderation 

into the learning process. This effort is essential in cultivating students who are open-minded, tolerant, 

and capable of coexisting in a pluralistic society. In this regard, madrasahs function not only as 

educational institutions but also as agents of social transformation that respond to contemporary 

challenges. 
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Table 2: Summary of Empirical Findings on Local Wisdom Integration in Madrasah 

Theme Key Findings Indicators/Examples Implications for 

Character Education 

Integration of Local 

Wisdom in Daily 

Practices 

Local wisdom is 

embedded in daily 

madrasah routines 

Implementation of 5S culture 

(smile, greet, salute, politeness, 

courtesy) 

Strengthens honesty, 

discipline, and mutual 

cooperation 

Cultural Context and 

Diversity 

Local cultural values 

influence 

implementation 

strategies 

Region-specific traditions 

integrated into school culture 

and learning 

Produces diverse 

character outcomes 

based on local identity 

Challenges in 

Implementation 

Madrasahs face 

structural and cultural 

constraints 

Limited teacher 

understanding, curriculum 

pressure, social change 

Requires institutional 

support and continuous 

teacher development 

Adaptive Strategies Madrasahs develop 

flexible approaches to 

overcome challenges 

Integration in curricular and 

extracurricular activities, 

parent involvement 

Enhances sustainability 

of character education 

practices 

Stakeholder 

Perspectives 

Integration is perceived 

as effective by 

stakeholders 

Positive responses from 

students, teachers, and parents 

Reinforces shared 

responsibility in 

character formation 

Role of Cultural 

Principles 

Local philosophies 

strengthen moral and 

spiritual education 

Adat Basandi Syarak, Syarak 

Basandi Kitabullah 

Integrates Islamic values 

with local traditions for 

holistic development 

Internalization of 

Values 

Students actively 

internalize values in 

daily life 

Improved tolerance, 

responsibility, and social 

interaction 

Builds inclusive identity 

and national awareness 

Impact on Academic 

and Social 

Development 

Integration affects both 

academic and social 

engagement 

Increased participation, better 

peer relationships 

Supports holistic 

student development 

Religious 

Moderation 

Integration 

Values of moderation 

are embedded in 

learning 

Intracurricular activities 

promoting tolerance and 

openness 

Develops pluralistic and 

inclusive attitudes 

Balancing Tradition 

and Modernity 

Madrasahs navigate 

between local values and 

global demands 

Adaptation of traditional 

values into modern pedagogy 

Ensures relevance of 

education in 

contemporary contexts 

Policy and 

Educational 

Contribution 

Provides empirical basis 

for policy development 

Evidence-based integration of 

local wisdom 

Supports culturally 

responsive education 

policy 

 

This section presents the empirical findings derived from the qualitative investigation into the 

integration of local wisdom within madrasahs, detailing the observed manifestations of character 

development among students and the pedagogical strategies employed by educators. It will 

meticulously present thematic analyses of interview data, observational insights, and document 

analysis, elucidating how local wisdom practices, such as the 5S culture, are woven into daily madrasah 

life to cultivate virtues like honesty, discipline, and mutual cooperation (Mansur & Sholeh, 2024; 

“Sustaining the Integration of Local Wisdom into School Life: A Case Study and Bibliometric 

Approach,” 2025).  

The findings will also detail how the unique cultural nuances of specific regions influence the 

selection and implementation of particular local wisdom elements, thereby shaping distinct character 

education outcomes within different madrasahs. This section will also highlight the challenges 

encountered during the integration process and the adaptive strategies developed by madrasah 
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communities to overcome them, offering insights into the practicalities of culturally responsive 

education. Furthermore, the results will discuss the perceived effectiveness of these integrated 

approaches from the perspectives of students, teachers, and parents, providing a multi-stakeholder 

assessment of their impact on character formation (Alfandi & Inayati, 2025).  

This will provide empirical evidence regarding the efficacy of local wisdom integration in 

madrasah character education, addressing existing literature gaps and informing policy. Specifically, 

the results will underscore the profound relevance of principles like the Adat Basandi Syarak, Syarak 

Basandi Kitabullah in Minangkabau culture, which integrates Islamic and customary values to foster 

faith, local wisdom, and social responsibility in students, thereby strengthening the moral and ethical 

foundations of education (Aldi & Kawakib, 2025).  

The analysis will further explore how students perceive and internalize these integrated values, 

examining their impact on social interactions, academic engagement, and overall character 

development, especially in relation to their understanding of cultural diversity and national identity 

(Rasidi et al., 2025). This analysis will contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of how 

culture-based education, by integrating traditional values into contemporary practices, effectively 

preserves cultural identity and enhances character formation (Aldi & Khairanis, 2025).  

This study, therefore, aims to thoroughly investigate the practical implementation and perceived 

impact of local wisdom integration within madrasah character education, providing empirical evidence 

to support or refute existing theoretical assumptions. This rigorous examination will therefore fill a 

critical lacuna in the literature by offering a detailed, qualitative account of how madrasahs 

operationalize culturally relevant pedagogy to foster character, thereby enriching the discourse on 

educational policy and practice (Sukirno et al., 2023). It will specifically analyze how the integration of 

authentic Islamic values and local wisdom within madrasah curricula cultivates development cadres 

who are sensitive to societal challenges and possess a futuristic outlook (Fatahillah et al., 2023). This 

includes an exploration of how madrasahs incorporate values of religious moderation through 

intracurricular activities, ensuring students develop tolerant and accommodating perspectives toward 

diverse local wisdoms (Karnedi et al., 2023).  

This empirical investigation thus extends beyond theoretical discourse by providing concrete 

evidence of how madrasahs are adapting traditional educational models to contemporary needs, 

contributing to a holistic understanding of their role in national character building (Zailani et al., 2022). 

This research will also delineate the specific mechanisms through which the Minangkabau cultural 

framework, exemplified by "Adat basandi syarak, sharak basandi kitabullah," is leveraged within 

madrasah settings to instill ethical behavior and cultural appreciation from an early age (Warmansyah 

et al., 2022). This will provide a nuanced understanding of how indigenous knowledge systems, when 

interwoven with formal education, contribute to holistic student development and cultural 

preservation (Niman, 2025; Sakti et al., 2024).  

Furthermore, this study will critically examine the challenges faced by madrasahs in balancing the 

preservation of such traditional values with the demands of modern educational standards and global 

diversity (Hasanah et al., 2023; Sadiah et al., 2024). It will also evaluate the effectiveness of integrating 

these localized pedagogical approaches in fostering a deeper sense of religious character and academic 

achievement among students (Sholihah & Zaenurrosyid, 2025). Ultimately, this research seeks to 

provide a robust empirical foundation for policy recommendations aimed at enhancing character 

education through culturally responsive approaches within madrasahs, thereby contributing to the 

broader discourse on Islamic education and its societal impact (Arifin et al., 2023; Sirait, 2023). 
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Overall, this study confirms that the integration of local wisdom in madrasah education is both an 

effective and relevant approach to character development. Local wisdom serves not merely as cultural 

heritage but as a contextual source of values capable of addressing the challenges of modern education. 

The success of this integration largely depends on the ability of madrasahs to adapt local values into 

flexible, collaborative, and sustainable pedagogical practices. 

Therefore, the integration of local wisdom and Islamic values in madrasah education not only 

strengthens students’ cultural and religious identity but also fosters a generation that is morally 

grounded, tolerant, and prepared to face global challenges. These findings provide a strong empirical 

foundation for developing educational policies that are more contextual, inclusive, and oriented toward 

culture-based character education. 

 

Integrating Local Wisdom into Character Education in Madrasahs 

This section elaborates on the theoretical implications and practical applications of the research 

findings, situating them within the broader academic discourse on character education and Islamic 

pedagogy. It critically analyzes how the empirical evidence gathered from madrasahs either 

corroborates or challenges existing models of character development, particularly those emphasizing 

the integration of local wisdom and religious moderation (Rahmadi & Hamdan, 2023). Furthermore, 

this discussion will explore how the findings align with or diverge from existing literature concerning 

the impact of cultural and religious values on character formation, particularly within the Indonesian 

educational context (Amin et al., 2022; Hidayatulloh et al., 2024).  

It will further synthesize the implications of these findings for curriculum development, teacher 

training, and policy formulation within madrasahs, considering how a holistic approach can integrate 

religious teachings with daily life (Karimullah, 2023). This integration fosters not only individual moral 

fortitude but also community resilience and cultural preservation, reflecting the symbiotic relationship 

between local customs and Islamic law, as seen in concepts like Adat Bersendi Syara' and Syara' 

Bersendi Kitabullah (Astalini et al., 2023).  

The discussion will also address the complexities and potential tensions in applying these 

traditional frameworks within contemporary educational settings, acknowledging disparities between 

implementation and understanding of moral education (Maksudin, 2023). It will also explore how 

madrasahs adapt to socio-political and economic changes, highlighting their capacity for flexibility in 

curriculum development and responsiveness to societal needs (Rofik et al., 2023). Ultimately, this 

section aims to synthesize the research's contributions to both theory and practice, offering a 

comprehensive understanding of how madrasahs serve as crucial institutions for character 

development within a culturally and religiously diverse nation.  

This study, by examining the integration of local wisdom into character education in madrasahs, 

seeks to provide nuanced insights into pedagogical strategies that promote moral and spiritual 

development alongside academic achievement (Saepudin, 2024). This includes an examination of how 

madrasahs address the lack of teacher competency in contextualizing local cultural knowledge within 

pedagogy, and how they overcome challenges related to insufficient professional development and 

scarcity of relevant teaching materials (Haq et al., 2022). It will further explore how madrasahs are 

developing innovative solutions to these challenges, drawing upon community resources and 

traditional knowledge systems to enhance the efficacy of character education. This analysis will further 

highlight the critical role of teacher professional development and resource creation in successfully 

integrating local wisdom, thereby contributing to the sustainability and cultural relevance of character 

education initiatives (Arnadi, 2022; Junaidin et al., 2025).  
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Moreover, this research posits that integrating local wisdom into Islamic education within 

madrasahs significantly contributes to fostering moderate student character, thereby equipping them 

to navigate contemporary societal challenges, including religious radicalism (Ali & Musliem, 2024). 

This approach helps counter the assumption that madrasah students struggle with technological 

change by demonstrating their adaptability and commitment to both Islamic identity and ancestral 

wisdom (Ekasari et al., 2021). It also asserts that the mainstreaming of religious moderation through 

the internalization of local wisdom, such as the Sipakatau, Sipakainge', and Sipakalebbi cultures, is 

crucial for socio-political and educational frameworks within madrasahs (Zubair et al., 2022).  

Such integration not only enriches the pedagogical landscape but also reinforces the unique 

characteristic of Islam in Indonesia, providing a strategic framework for cultivating moderate religious 

values through ideological, theoretical, and practical aspects (Nasir & Rijal, 2021). This comprehensive 

integration aims to produce graduates who embody both religious moderation and cultural sensitivity, 

aligning with national commitments to reject radicalism and violence while embracing local wisdom 

(Prasetyo et al., 2025; Wardi et al., 2023). This study thus offers a comprehensive model for character 

education that harmonizes spiritual tenets with indigenous cultural practices, promoting a balanced 

approach to ethical development in the digital age (Pranoto & Haryanto, 2024).  

This pedagogical model is critical for nurturing students who are not only grounded in their 

religious and cultural heritage but are also prepared to contribute meaningfully to an increasingly 

interconnected and AI-driven world (Zarkasi et al., 2025). To achieve this, madrasahs are increasingly 

leveraging the deep-rooted understanding of religious teachings of their educators and integrating 

digital literacy into their pedagogical practices (Uyuni & Adnan, 2024). This integration seeks to bridge 

the gap between traditional Islamic education and modern technological advancements, ensuring that 

students develop moral fortitude alongside essential digital competencies (Rusdi et al., 2023).  

This approach aims to mitigate the risks associated with rapid technological change, such as moral 

disintegration among Generation Z, by fostering a balanced integration of technology and spirituality 

within the madrasah curriculum (Januaripin et al., 2025). This holistic framework emphasizes the 

importance of developing PAI instructional materials that are contextually relevant and inclusive, 

particularly in addressing the digital reality and fostering religious moderation (Yunierti et al., 2025). 

This integration is particularly vital in the digital era, where challenges like moral disconnection, digital 

distractions, and the commodification of knowledge necessitate a robust educational response rooted 

in both Islamic principles and local cultural values (Kulsum & Muhid, 2022; Yunita et al., 2025). T 

his aligns with broader efforts to counter the moral degradation observed among younger 

generations, which is often exacerbated by the misuse of digital technology and a weakening 

internalization of spiritual and ethical values within learning processes (Kurniawan et al., 2025; 

Pratama et al., 2025). Therefore, an in-depth exploration of the strategies employed by PAI teachers to 

integrate Islamic values into students' digital lives and to utilize character-based learning media 

becomes imperative for understanding effective pedagogical responses to these contemporary 

challenges (Juwairiyah & Fanani, 2025; Suci et al., 2025). Furthermore, this research will analyze how 

madrasahs are adapting their curricula to address ethical dilemmas arising from advanced digital 

technologies, ensuring that students are equipped with the moral discernment necessary for 

responsible digital citizenship (Ibrahim et al., 2024). This involves examining how educators utilize 

artificial intelligence and digital tools to enhance the delivery of PAI content, thereby preparing 

students to navigate the complexities of the digital landscape while upholding core Islamic values 

(Septianingsih et al., 2024; Syahrizal et al., 2024). 
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CONCLUSION  

**Conclusion** 

This study demonstrates that the integration of local wisdom into character education in 

madrasahs represents a contextual and transformative approach to Islamic pedagogy. Local wisdom, 

as a living system of cultural values, provides concrete and relevant examples that bridge normative 

Islamic teachings with students’ daily social realities. Through this integration, moral values such as 

honesty, responsibility, discipline, tolerance, and mutual cooperation are not only understood 

cognitively but also internalized and practiced in everyday life. 

The findings confirm that embedding local wisdom within curricular, extracurricular, and school 

cultural practices significantly strengthens students’ character formation and enhances their cultural 

and religious identity. Moreover, this approach contributes to the development of a more inclusive, 

tolerant, and socially responsive generation capable of navigating the challenges of globalization 

without losing their moral and cultural foundations. 

However, the study also identifies several challenges, including limited teacher competence, 

diverse interpretations of local traditions, and insufficient contextual learning resources. Addressing 

these challenges requires systematic efforts such as continuous teacher professional development, the 

design of culturally responsive learning materials, and strong collaboration between madrasahs, 

families, communities, and policymakers. 

In conclusion, local wisdom-based character education offers a sustainable and relevant model for 

Islamic education in contemporary contexts. It not only reinforces moral development but also 

preserves cultural heritage, making madrasahs strategic institutions in shaping ethically grounded and 

culturally aware future generations.. 
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